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It  is  therefore al l  the more shameful
that camps l ike the one on Samos have
been able to exist for years without
offering asylum seekers the prospect
of an improvement in their l iving
conditions.  For years,  unsanitary
faci l it ies rampant with  rat and snake
bites,  f ires and f loods characterised
the image of European migration
policy on the Greek islands.  These
circumstances were tolerated in the
hope that the "hotspot" system would
prevent a "second 2015".  This fai led,
not only structural ly but also
ideological ly.  Camps l ike the one on
Samos stand in stark contrast to the
European Union's stance on human
rights,  sol idarity and the handling of
the issues of asylum & migration.

THE
SITUATION
ON SAMOS

The old camp in Vathy is  sti l l  present
and visible.  For years,  up to 7000
asylum seekers l ived here in self-
constructed huts and tents under
precarious l iving conditions.  Although
the Greek authorities announced that
it  would be demolished immediately
after the move,  it  st i l l  stands l ike a
memorial  to the fai led European
migration policy,  which is  carried out
on the backs of people seeking
protection.  Walking through the so-
cal led " jungle" ,  one can see the
inhumane conditions in which these
people had to l ive,  sometimes for
years.  People - set out for Europe with
hopes of freedom and opportunity.  
Many huts stand as they did on the day
the camp was cleared.  They give an
insight into how social  structures and
forms of everyday l i fe can emerge even
under the most humil iating conditions.

The old camp
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This al l  may be good in theory.
However,  the new camp resembles a
prison.  It  is  surrounded by two fences
with barbed wire,  and people can only
leave the camp by showing your
fingerprint and asylum documents.  In
general ,  only those who have not yet
received a rejection of their asylum
decision are al lowed to leave.  For
these people,  this place is  effectively a
prison.
The isolated location,  about an hour
and a half 's  walk from the main town
of Vathy,  continues to make it  diff icult
for people to escape the dreariness of
the camp. 

The new camp

There is  a bus,  but most of the people
cannot afford it ,  as a round-trip costs
3.20€ while there is  a lack of f inancial
support by the state.  Al l  in al l ,  i t  can
be said that the new camp offers
better sleeping conditions for asylum
seekers,  but the isolation and the
external  appearance mean that the
fate of the people is  increasingly
concealed from the public eye and
made invisible.
Unfortunately,  there is  sti l l  no
polit ical  wil l  to grant these people
adequate opportunities for asylum in
the EU.

On 18 September 2021,  the new "closed
camp" on Samos was ceremoniously
opened. The ceremony, which
included a consecration by an
Orthodox priest,  was also attended by
Greek Migration Minister Notis
Mitarakis and EU Deputy Director-
General  for Migration and Home
Affairs Beate Gminder.  The EU funds
the camps on the Greek islands of
Samos,  Lesvos,  Chios,  Kos and Leros
100% with €276 mil l ion.  The supposed
advantages of these camps  compared
to the "hotspots" of  the years before
include sleeping areas protected from
weather conditions,  cooking faci l it ies
and more increased security.  



THE
DISTRIBUTION
OF DONATIONS
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DAY 1
After our arrival  in the early morning,  we drove past the new camp
on the island for the f irst  t ime on our way to Vathy.  The huge area,
where containers are l ined up under f loodlights and behind barbed
wire,  isolates the refugees and  makes social  interactions diff icult .
Although we have already been told of our experiences with the new
camp, the sight of it  leaves us stunned and ashamed. Our partners on
Samos are trying their best to counteract this situation.
Near the new camp, we were able to visit  the ALPHA LAND of our
partner NGO SAMOS VOLUNTEERS (SV) and gain insight into the
activit ies on site.  There,  language courses are offered,  as well  as
opportunities for sports and art activit ie,  without people having to
buy expensive bus t ickets.  Afterwards,  visits to SV's ALPHA CENTER
and the FREE SHOP of JUST ACTION in Vathy were on the agenda.
Final ly we visited the SKILLS FACTORY of our partner SELFM.AID. 
The SKILLS FACTORY is a place where people from different nations
with different talents and interests have the opportunity to practice
or learn new ski l ls .  There is  a carpentry workshop, an electrical
repair service and a cooking workshop. To support this cooking
workshop, we worked with SELFM.AID to buy materials from local
hardware stores to build and renovate the kitchen. Afterwards,  we
were able to enjoy the cooking ski l ls  of  the SELFM.AID team and were
invited to a fantastic lunch. That evening we began buying materials
for the ALPHA CENTER. This was mainly for the off ice equipment:  a
laminator,  a shredder and a jukebox were needed, among other
things.  We were also able to provide SV with the money necessary to
cover two months of stationary needed for their language courses.



DAY 2

Our second day started as the f irst  ended: we
continued shopping for SV.  We bought coffee,
sugar,  snacks and cups for the  ALPHA CENTER.
In addtion to the language courses offered there,
it  is  also a community centre where you can
exchange ideas and connect over coffee and
biscuits.  Due to the high demand for paper cups
and the resulting price increase,  JUST ACTION
was able to help us out with cups they didn't
need. SV offers activit ies that are only open to
women to ensure that women have a safe place
outside the camp.This has become even more
important since the withdrawal of  another NGO
´s Womens Center recently.  For this,  we
provided SV with beads,  r ibbons and clasps for
their jewelry workshops.  We were also able to
buy cushions,  prayer mats and face towels for
the WOMENS ONLY activit ies with the
donations.  
After supporting SELFM.AID with materials for
the new kitchen, on the second day we bought
basic equipment for a barber workshop with
Community Volunteer Z.  This included beard
trimmers,  short hair cl ippers,  hair scissors,
combs,  brushes,  straighteners and a hair dryer.
As the restrictive entrance regulations in the
camp do not al low  indiduals to keep razors,  this
basic equipment enables al l  communities to have
access to a hairdresser and barber.

DAY 3

Day 3 was al l  about local  support.  JUST ACTION is an organisation founded
in Samos.  It  is  al l  the more important that we were able to buy exclusively
from local  mini markets and shops to support their FREE SHOP. In the
FREE SHOP, refugees and locals can pick up food packages without having
to pay anything.  For this,  we had already ordered sunflower oi l ,  r ice and
beans in advance from a local  supplier and had them delivered.  In order to
support not only larger businesses,  it  was important to us to support
various small  businesses on the island.  In the vi l lage of Pagondas we were
able to buy a basic supply of chickpeas,  lenti ls  and tomato paste.  In
Pythagoreio,  we expanded this stock and were able to buy an additional
61kg of fresh oranges.  Al l  these products wil l  be distributed in the next
days and weeks in the food packages of the FREE SHOPS of JUST ACTION.
With your donations,  already on the f irst day we had the possibi l ity to buy
1000 bus tickets for transport between the new camp and the main vi l lage
Vathy and thus to the activit ies of the different NGOs. Most of the
refugees and asylum seekers cannot afford these tickets due to the lack of
f inancial  support from the Greek state.  Without the bus,  the only other
option is  often to walk the hour and a half  uphil l  and downhil l  to Vathy.
The bus t ickets that JUST ACTION can now distribute wil l  ensure,  at  least
for the next month,  that the people who have to l ive behind barbed wire
and turnsti les get the chance to escape it  -  temporari ly.

THE
DISTRIBUTION
OF DONATIONS
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773,50 €

2.309,32€

1.480,26€

Expenditure per partner NGO

4.993,63 €
AMOUNT OF DONATIONS

112
DONORS

22
LOCAL BUSINESSES
SUPPORTED

Organisation Purpose Amount

Just Action Groceries 789,32 €

Just Action Bus tickets 1.520,00 €

self.maid Construction materials 578,80 €

self.maid Barber Starterkit 194,70 €

SV Stationary products 200,00 €

SV Office supplies 213,00 €

SV
Community center

materials
564,56 €

SV
Women´s only activities

materials
252,70 €

SV Glasses 250,00 €

  4.563,08 €

Of the total  €4.993,63 we were able to col lect ,  we did not
spend €430.55 directly in the first  campaign.  250 € of  this
wil l  be used to cover running and new costs in the next
campaign.  The rest  wil l  be donated in this next campaign.  

NUMBERS
& FIGURES
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UPCOMING:
ATHENS

The next campaign

Our f irst campaign as a non-profit  organisation
has come to an end, but we are already moving
on. Project ELPIDA's second campaign takes us
to Athens.

While in recent years the focus has been on the
hopelessly overcrowded camps and the
discourse about closed camps, the majority of
those seeking protection have now arrived on
the mainland. One reason for this is  also the
administrative overload on the islands.  People
whose asylum applications have been rejected
are al lowed to continue their journey to the
mainland by being issued so-called "open cards"
that al low them to travel  in Greece.
For refugees,  this suggests movement and
progress in their asylum procedure,  which has
sometimes dragged on for years.
The reality they encounter in Athens is  different.
Refugees end up either in the camps around the
Greek capital  or on the streets of Athens.   
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The Greek state has been cutting social  benefits
for refugees and asylum seekers since 2019.  This
means that people are cut off  from the cash
assistance system. Additionally,  there is  a lack of
signif icant state job and housing offers.  Again,  it
is  non-governmental  organisations that try to
create a measure of normality in the
bureaucratic chaos of Athens through food and
clothing distributions,  free housing programmes,  
legal  advice and educational  opportunities.
Project ELPIDA would l ike to support three
organisations working in Athens during the f irst
week of May; MAZI HOUSING PROJECT,
GOODWILL CARAVAN and KHORA. Once again
we hope for your support in this campaign. 
The sight of the old as well  as the new camp on
Samos and conversations on site made us real ise
once again how urgent the situation sti l l  is .  The
so-called refugee crisis is  by no means over -
it 's  just that no one is  looking any more.


